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But the justices of the peace also hold for each
county a more important court known as Quarter
Sessions, which sits four times a year (sometimes at
different centres) and is attended by all active magi-
strates. There the larger body hears appeals against
decisions made at petty sessions and deals with the
graver class, known as indictable offences, in the trial
of which the Court has the help of a petty jury.
Quarter sessions cannot, indeed, try cases of murder
and manslaughter or others for which the penalty may
be penal servitude for life, but it does in fact handle
about two-thirds of all indictable offences.
This would be a matter for surprise and perhaps
alarm, if the law administered in these courts were the
law as interpreted by amateurs pure and simple. There
are three important safeguards. The justices never act
without the assistance of their Clerk, who is a trained
solicitor, and at quarter sessions in particular grave
decisions are influenced by the officer of that court,
known as the Clerk of the Peace for the County.
Secondly, in the larger towns they are often superseded
by professional justices of two types—the police
magistrate or Stipendiary, who can hold petty sessions
without the presence of another justice and in fact does
most of the day-to-day business; and an official of
higher dignity known as the Recorder, a barrister of
some standing who is paid to conduct quarter sessions
in those boroughs which have a separate commission
of the peace. Both stipendiary magistrates and
recorders are appointed by the Crown. Thirdly > there
is the power of revising and censoring all activities of
the justices of the peace, which is freely exercised by
the High Court, to which we now turn.
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